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| WHY THE | 
PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS 
Cannot ſo fully unite with the 
METHODHISTS, 
IN THEIR 


MISSIONS TO THE NEGROES IN THE WEST 
IDL ISLANDS AND AFRICA, 


AS FREELY TO CONTRIBUTE THERETO; 


WITH A FEW 


Queries conſonant therewith, 


1 Cor. xiv. 20. 
Brethren, be not children in underſtanding : howbeit, in 


malice be ye children, but in underſtanding be men. 
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REASONS, &c. 


S ſome religious perſons may miſconceive the 
reaſons which prevent Friends from freely con- 
tributing (when called upon) to the expences of the 
Methodiſts miſſions, to the Weſt India Iſlands and 
Africa, to inſtruct the Negroes in Chriſtianity ; I have 
been induced to point out ſo many of them for their in- 
formation, as may, I hope, convince impartial minds, 
that they are not therein actuated by a ſpirit of bi- 
gotry; but, on the contrary, of religious caution, 


leſt they ſhould any way contribute to (a) build again 


thoſe things which the Spirit of Truth has deſtroyed | 
in their — ſociety. 


There remains no doubt, that many of the preach- 


ers among the Methodiſts have been inſtrumental to 
rouſe ſinful men from their beds of caſe, and convince 
them of the danger of their ſtate, and of the impoſſi- | 


bility of their attaining ſalvation, even through the 
mediation of Chriſt, unleſs they are renewed up in 


him, through the purifying operation of his Holy 
Spirit, in righteouſneſs and inward holineſs. 


(a) Gal. 11. 18. 1 : 
2 80 
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So far as this awakening work has advanced, and its 


conſequent fruits of renovation of mind and manners 


have been produced, the truly religious amongit 
Friends have rejoiced therein; and have united in 
ſpirit with their conſcientious labours, fo far as they 
have miniſtered in the ability which flows from Chriſt, 
the Holy Head of his own Church ; as well as with 
the really reformed members of the Society, who act 
agreeably to the light wherewith they have been fa- 
voured, and are concerned to attain a perfect know- 


ledge of their duty, and experience of ſalvation. 


For theſe, Friends deſire that they may witneſs an 


entire and ſteady ſettlement under the government of 
God's pure Spirit, which is the alone infallible teacher 
and leader, appointed of Chriſt to be ſo unto the end 


of time. To him all inſtrumental miniſters ſhould | 
direct thoſe minds they have been aſſiſted to awaken, 
that they may know him to (a) “ guide them into 
all truth,” conſonant with the promiſe of Chriſt, who, 
by this his own pure Spirit, is with his diſciples and 
followers in their reſpective ſtations and ſervices, (b) 
« always even unto the end of the world;” bringing 
all his edifying ſayings to their remembrance, as their 
ſpiritual ſtates require them, either for reproof, in- 
ſtruction, or conſolation ; and opening their under- 
| ſtandings into his holy doctrines, and the glorious 
myſtery of redemption through him, from unrighte- 


(a) John xvi, 12. .) Matt, xxviii- 20. 
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* 
ouſneſs, that they may become purified unto God, (a) 


a peculiar people, zealous of good works.“ 


But, whereas it appears to Friends, that ſome of 
the principal leaders among the Methodiſts, endeavour 
to fix the people in the obſervance of forms and of in- 
efficacious ceremonies, which, in the apoſtatized ſtate 
of the Chriſtian Church, were ſtiled religious; they 
cannot therein unite with them. For out of all theſe 
did the divine Spirit of Truth, lead their zealous and 
pious predeceſſors, in their beginning as a people; and 


it does {till convince the truly enlightened among 


them, that, inſtead of eſtabliſhing the mind in the 
holy fear of God, and in a ſteady dependance upon him, 


they tend to deprive him, in part, of the honour of his 
own glorious work in the ſoul, by leading to a degree 


of reliance upon the (b) “ weak and beggarly ele- 


ments” for afliſtance to perfect them in righteouſneſs, 


and on (c) © the creature more than the Creator, 
who is God, bleſſed for ever: Amen,” ſay the ſouls 
who humbly wait upon him, and witneſs his Son re- 


vealed in them by his Spirit, to be their King, Prieſt, 


and Prophet; their (d) “ Alpha and Omega;“ the 
beginner and ender of his own glorious work of ſanc- 
eee by whom they are waſhed with the (e) 
« waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 


Ghoſt ;” and their ſouls are fed with the bread of 


life, and refreſhed with the 1 new wine * his heavenly 


kingdom. 
| (a) Titus ii, 14. 5 00 Gal. iv. 9. 
c) Rem. 125. ((d) Rev. i. 11. fe) Titus iii. 5. 


A3 


Theſe 


C8 


Theſe, ſeeing that the end is come upon the 
ſhadowy diſpenſations of the Moſaic Law, and of John 
the Baptiſt, can no longer touch nor taſte with them; 
knowing that when their appointed uſe in their ſeaſon 
was fulfilled, they were to ceaſe, and that Chriſt's 
ſpiritual diſpenſation of (a) Light, Grace, and Truth, 
muſt ſtand alone and be exalted upon the top of all 
mountains of high profeſſion. This is confirmed by 


the anſwer given to thoſe peculiarly favoured diſciples, 
who, ſeeing Chriſt's transfiguration upon the mount, 
and (b) « Moſes and Elias talking with him,“ were 
overcome with the glory they bad beheld ; and Peter 
requeſted of him allowance to © build three taber- 
nacles, one for him, one for Moſes, and one for 
_ Elias,” (c) who is John the Baptiſt, not know- 


ing what he ſaid; he not having ſeen to the end of 


all that was to be aboliſhed. But the inſtruction 


from God, was, This is my beloved Son, in whom 


J am well pleaſed, hear ye him.” Thus, the Father 
condeſcended, immediately, to teſtify to his own laſt 


and moſt glorious diſpenſation of grace and truth, 
through his Son to mankind, appointing him their 
infallible and free teacher; not then leaving it to him- 


ſelf to teſtify to his own office, although (d) « in him 
| dwelleth all the fulnels of the Godhead bodily.” | 
Under a ſenſe of the awfulneſs of this that ma- 


nifeſtation of the will of the F ather, my mind is hum- 
bled 3 and deſires are raiſed, that the Son, through his 


a ohn 1 1. (b) Matt. xvii, 39 45 & Lo and 10 to 13 ver. 
0 0 O©Q Matt. * 14 | (d) Col. 11. 9. 
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1 
own pure Spirit of light and life, may inſtruct and 
invigorate awakened minds, to the perfecting of them 
in true holineſs of faith and practice. 


When men ſet bounds to this holy Spirit of wiſ- 


dom, and endeavour to fix the people in the obſer- 
vance of what themſelves acknowledge to be non-eſ- 


ſentials, Friends cannot unite with them herein; be- 
cauſe in Chriſt's Church nothing can remain, by his 
appointment, which 1s inefficacious. 


All that is of human appointment, or which is re- 
tained of the former diſpenſations, muſt be come out of: 


and let human reaſoning ſupport, as it may for a 


time, the uſeleſs ceremonies which remain in the no- 


minal Chriſtian Church; yet the true light will diſcover 
them to be but the chaff, from which Chriſt will 
purge his own ſpiritual Church. Therefore, religious 
minds ſhould beware how they hold faſt or ſupport 
that which he hath appointed to be denied, as being, 
under his pure ſpiritual PAY unclean unto 

them, and not to be touched. 


Friends have been inflrutted; that Chriſt as the 


holy, living, wiſe head of his Church, hath the ſole 


power and right to purify, qualify, call, ſend forth, 


direct, and aſſiſt his miniſters, who, by the immedi- 
+ ate operation of his Spirit upon their ſpirits, are made 
in their reſpective meaſures (a) “ able miniſters of 
the New Teſtament, not of the letter which killeth, 


(a) 2 Qor. ili. 6. 
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but of the Spirit which giveth life.” Theſe, if obe- 
dient to him, are ſent where he pleaſeth, ſpeak at his 
command, and keep ſilence when he ſeeth meet to ap- 
point ſilence ; even in the ſolemn aſſemblies, and 
ſeaſons ſet apart for worſhip ; wherein the attention of 
both miniſters and hearers ſhould be abſtracted from 
man, and fixed upon that pure ſpiritual teacher, whoſe 
conſtant language in the ſoul is, Wor$sn1ep Gop: and, 
in holy ſilence, living acceptable worſhip is performed 


unto him; although at other ſeaſons, the maſter of theſe 
ſolemn aſſemblies appoint his miniſters, whether they 


are (a) © apoſtles, prophets, evangeliſts, paſtors, 


or teachers,” to ſpeak in his name, and, agreeably to 


their reſpective gifts, (b) © miniſter in the ability 
which he giveth ;”” and engage them verbally to ſup- 
plicate and praiſe God, the fountain of all good. And 


as in Chriſt Jeſus (c) © there is neither male nor fe- 


© 8 


male,” and (d) © his Spirit was poured forth upon 


both ſexes,” to qualify for theſe ſervices; ſo, among 
Friends, liberty is given to women to ſpeak (e) & as 


the Spirit giveth utterance ;” many of whom have 


| ſpoke or propheſied, (f) * to the edification and com- 
fort of their brethren,” 5 


Now on Friends have believed in, and experienced, 


this pure ſpiritual miniſtry and worſhip, and have been 8 
commanded to teſtify againſt its contrary; and for 
ebedience to God therein have * ſuffered much; 


(a) Eph. iv, 11. (b) 1 Peter iv. 11. (c) Gal. ITY 
en. (e) Aꝗs ii. 4. (t) x Cor. xiv. 3. 


X See Sufferings of Friends, i in two ne, by J. * and their 


Hiſtory by W. wel. T7 
| they 5 


En 


they cannot unite with the human appointments in 
the Methodiſt Society, whereby their miniſters are 
directed how and when to preach and pray, where to 
go, and among what people to labour; any more 
than with the human wiſdom, which ſeeks qualifica- 
tions to miniſter from human learning and ordination 
from men. They acknowledge that human learning 
may be made uſeful under Divine direction; but they 
know that he who choſe and qualified poor illiterate 
fiſhermen, &c. to preach his goſpel (a) © in the de- 
monſtration of the Spirit, and of power,” is able ts 
do fo ſtill, And if he call theſe who have not ſchool 
learning into his ſervice, 'tis not for them to ſeek 
thereby to be perfected therein, ES 


They have believed, that miniſters ſhould not, in 
any degree, be excited to engage in the miniſtry by a 
view to worldly intereſt or honour, and that Chriſt's 
command to His miniſters is yet in force, (b) * Freely 

ye have received, freely give;“ therefore, they ap- 
point no maintenance for their miniſters; nor con- 
tribute thereto otherwiſe than when they are en- 
gaged in goſpel labours, to afford them ſuch neceſſary 
accommodation, as they may be free to accept; or, 
if they are poor, and cannot provide for themſelves 
and families, miniſter to their wants, as they maintain 
their other poor. Many miniſters among them, la- 
bour with their hands to provide for their neceſſities; 
and others, accounting it more honourable to give 
1han to receive, (as did the primitive goſpel miniſters) 


(a) I Cor, lie 4+ 5 


8 B 2 


(o) Mar. x. 8. 


do 


( 12 ) 


do give liberally to their poor brethren in their various 


| Nations, and to other charitable purpoſes, as well as 
expend much in the courſe of their labours, in the 


exerciſe of their miniſtry. 


From the foregoing premiſes it muſt appear that 
Friends cannot, conſiſtently with their own principles, 
freely unite with the leaders of the Methodiſt Society, 
who eſtabliſh all the rites and ceremonies of the Church 
of England, and the maintenance of its miniſters by 
tythes; the payment whereof, the truly conſcientious 


among Friends cannot ſubmit to : becauſe thoſe being 


a part of the Levitical law, are ended in Chriſt ; as is 
the obſervance of all the ceremonies of that diſpenſa- 
tion, which were but a (a) “ type (or figure) of theſe 


good (being purely ſpiritual) things which were to 
come,“ and haye been revealed and experienced under 


un diſpenſation of light and life. 


They lament, that the reformation from the AY 


tized Romiſh Church, which has made ſome pro- 
greſs in this nation, did not go forward to the full ac- 
compliſhment thereof; although many laid down their 
lives to effect it, ſo far as they had ſeen, and are, 
doubtleſs, numbered with the glorified ſpirits perfe&t- 
ed through ſufferings, Some of theſe faithful martyrs 
teitified againſt things which yet remain in the Church 
of England, and which its miniſters ſeck to uphold ; 


but which muſt be deſtroyed when Chriſt by his pure 
Spirit preſides, and the (b) “ chaff is burnt up by 


(a) Heb, x. 1. (b) Matt, ii. 124 


(19-3 


the unquenchable fire?” of his divine love and power : 
which will effectually ſeparate betwixt the precious 
and the vile, betwixt what pleaſeth and ſerveth God, 


and what doth not, although it may be practiſed under 
a religious ſhew, 


And now, having, in a mind clothed with charity 
towards all truly religious perſons, whoſe underſtand- 
ings may nat be ſo fully opened as to ſee to the end of 
all which ſhould be aboliſhed in the nominal Chriſtian 
Church, penned the foregoing reaſons ; I proceed to 
ſtate a few Queries conſonant therewith, and tending | 
to diſcover whether ſome obſervances, approved and 
practiſed by ſome of the miſſionaries ſent among the 
Poor negroes, may not tend to fix their dependance 
upon what cannot profit them, and may confuſe their 
weak judgments ; ; rather than eſtabliſh them in the 
pure ſpiritual faith in Chriſt, and in the exerciſe of A 
worſhip conſiſtent therewith, 


And Firſt. Suppoſing dete pebr ignorant people, . 


through preaching the doctrines of ſacred ſcripture, 


have been taught that ' tis abſolutely neceſſary to their 


ſalvation that they ſhould experience a change of na- 


ture; for whereas man is a fallen creature, and, as 
ſuch, is by nature of the (a) “ earth, earthy,” and 
| hath deſires and inclinations agreeable to his depraved 
_ earthly ſtate, and hath brought forth the condemnable 
fruits of the fleſh ; he muſt be heavenly minded, ex- 
periencing his deſires and inclinations to be after 


(a) 1 Cor. xv. 479 5 
| „ bringing 
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( 14 )- 


bringing forth the fruits of righteouſneſs, and know. 
ing his ſpirit clothed with true holineſs ; and that this 
neceſſary work of renovation can only be effected by 


the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe coming 
and ſuffering to ſave them from fin, they have been in- 


treated to believe. Now, if through the mercy of 


God, a degree of living faith has been raiſed in the 


power of Chriſt, as the head of, and alone ſanctifier 
and perfecter of the members of his body or Church ; 
can it avail any thing to ſprinkle a little water in their 
faces, and croſs their foreheads with the finger, uſing 
the cuſtomary words in the performance of that cere- 

mony, and thanking God for their * regeneration» 
&c? If the negroes reflect, what can they think of 
being thus admitted into the communion of the 
Church? If it be ſaid, that, ſubmitting to water bap- 
tiſm is a public acknowledgment © their faith in 
Chriſt ; I anſwer, Firſt, That ſprinkling is not water 


baptiſm, but an innovated ceremony ſubſtituted for it, 


introduced in a dark night of apoſtacy from the ſpi- 


rituality of genuine Chriſtianity : And Secondly, No 
proof can be deduced from ſcripture, that Chriſt ever 
appointed water baptiſm in his, Church; although, to 
fulfil in his own perſon all the diſpenſations appointed 
of his Father, he ſubmitted to it, as he did to all the 

Moſaic rites, &c, and until he had done fo, and had 


offered up himſelf, as the one efficacious facrifice ap- 
pointed of his Father for the ſin of the whole world, 
agreeable to his own teſtimony, (a) & not one 16 jot nor 


one tittle was to * from the law.“ 


— Church of England Service. 


* Sec Barti 
(a) Matt, v. 18. 


We 


3 


We read, that (a) „ his diſciples baptiſed witkt 
water, but that he did not ;”” and the foregoing quotation 
is a ſufficient reaſon for his allowing them to do it, all 
not being then fulfilled. But it appears to me, that 
his ſignificant, and to men eternally intereſting, words 
upon the croſs, (b) © It is finiſhed,” not only re- 
ſpected his own ſufferings, but alſo the full accom- 
pliſhment of the end of his coming and death; which, 
in part, was to finiſh that weak ſhadowy diſpenſation, 
(c) © which ſtood only in meats and drinks, and divers 
waſhings, and carnal ordinances, impoſed on them until 
the time of reformation ;*” and to introduce another, 
which being pure, ſpiritual, and powerful, is experimen- 
tally known (d) “to be righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt.” And at his death the uſe of the 
ſhadows of it ceaſed, although to this day, ſo many 
profeſſing Chriſtianity, practiſe them under a different 
form and pretence ; and *tis to be feared, not a few 
reſt ſo ſatisfied in them, as never to attain the ſub- 
ſtance, even the experimental knowledge of (e) 
« Chriſt revealed in them the hope of glory.“ 


The miniſtry of water by John the Baptiſt was A 
* Jewiſh rite, although, doubtleſs in Divine Wiſdom, 
particularly appointed to be publicly uſed by John, 

(accompanied with a ſolemn call to repentance) to 
point out the cleanſing nn of Chriſt; unto whom, 


(a) John iv. 1 * 2. 
(b) John xix. 30. (e) Heb. ix. 10. 
(d) Rom. xiv. 17. 5 | (e) Col. i. 29+ 
*The Jews peactiſed immerſion in water, when they recgived a. 
convert inte their communien, and on many other vecafions, 


and 
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and his ſuperior baptiſm by the Holy Spirit, John teſ- 
tified; and directed the people unto him, (a) “ the 
Lamb of God who taketh away the ſin of the world:“ 
in whom, if the negroes have believed, what edifica- 
tion or benefit can they acquire from this ceremony? 
But it being recommended, perhaps by the miniſters 
through whom they have believed, may they not in 


their weak ſtate ſuppoſe, that it is ſomehow conducive 


to their eternal welfare, though they know not how ? 
and being then acknowledged Chriſtians, may con- 
clude themſelves ſafe, and be the more liable to centre 
in a ſtate of eaſe. And further, What can they think 
of this ceremony being performed as a neceſſary rite 
upon infants, who are incapable of believing, and 
have committed no fin? If they are told that infants 
are included in the fall, muſt they believe that by this 


ceremony they are raiſed out of it, and are then and 


thereby really regenerated? Did not Chriſt die for 


infants as well as for adults ? and has he left the com- 


pletion of the work of their ſalvation (if they dieinan in- 


fant ſtate) to the option; and in the power, of men, who 
may perform it or not at their pleaſure; and made it 


poſſible that this work may be accompliſhed by a bad 


man as well as by a good one ? Is not this robbing Chriſt 


of his honour ? Away with ſuch mockeries from the 


nominal Chriſtian Church! and be it acknowledged, 
univerſally acknowledged, that the way to heaven is 
as clear to infants from the cradle as from the *) font, 


and 
(a) John i. 29. 
® Sweet infants from the font who fly 
 Vnſullied to the joys on high. | | 
Re Brackenbury's Sacred Poems, 


("#41 


and before what is called private bap: iſm 18 performed 
upon them, as it is afterwards, 


Throughout the New Teſtament we do not find 
any precept or example for infant baptiſm. But, alas | 
the poor negroes mult be taught, that it is neceſſary 
tor their children to be ſprinkled, (baptiſed they are 
not) for, dying without it, their fouls are not fate. 
And the children when grown up, may, as many in 
this land do, avail themſelves of being, what 1s called, 
baptiſed in their infancy, and never ſeek after the 
2lone ſaving baptiſm, (a) © which is not the putting 
away the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good 
conſcience towards God, by the reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt,” whereof he, by his Holy Spirit, is the ſole 


adrainiftrator throughout all ages. 


\ Secondly, How can the negroes conceive, that by 
eating a bit of bread, and ſipping a little wine, they 
really participate ſpiritually of the body and blood of 

Chriſt? The utmoſt that can be inferred from the 

words of Chriſt to his diſciples (as recited in Luke 

xxii. 19 & 20. at the paſſover, when he blefled and 

brake the bread, and handed it as he did the cup to 

them, as the ſign of his body and blood being offered 

up for them,) is, that ce * they did j it in remembrance 


I hope this author, TE appears to be a pious enlightened. man, | 
does not believe that their flight would have been leſs rapid from their 
cots (a ſort of cradle now pretty much in uſe) than {rom the fogt ; | 

but . + did he of what may render it ſuſpeded? 2 


WO! I Peter iii. 21. 


of 


1 1 
3 


—— 1 Der” rg 


(18 ) 


of him, and thereby ſhewed forth his death, till he 
came.” And although to a truly religious perfon 
who conſcientiouſly obſerves this ceremony, merely 


as a remembrance of him, there may a degree of fo- 
lemnity attend, under the confideration of his ſuffer- 


ings, and the merciful end of his coming; I will ven- 


ture to aſſert, that his body and blood is not ſpiritually 
. conveyed by the adminiſtering material bread - and 


wine; nor does the communion of the ſaints ſtand in 
any degree therein; nor is it neceſſary thereby to re- 
vive the remembrance of Chriſt in thoſe ſouls who 
have experienced his ſecond coming unto their ſalva- 
tion from ſin ; for theſe ſanctify him in their hearts, 
and feed upon him, the living eternal word of God, 


with whom they have ſweet communion; and many of 
them ſee clearly the non- neceſſity of continuing this 


(as the Church of England ſtiles it) * “ outward 
ſign of an inward and ſpiritual grace:“ for, partici- 
pating of the ſulſtance, the ſhadow of it ceaſes to be 
of uſe. And may not thoſe who are 4+ not of the 


faithful, and yet are exerciſed in that which is ac- 
| knowledged to be but the ſhadow, abide therein, ſup- 


poſing it to be a means of conveying the body and 


blood of Chriſt to their fouls? Without breach of 
charity this may be concluded to be the caſe of many, 
who partake of the outward bread and wine; for they 


= 4. See 8 of England Catechiſm. 


+ I believe but few who obſerve this ceremony ſupppoſe thein- 
telves to be to unfaithful as not to be benefited thereby, 


are 


(19...) 


are too unclean to approach Chriſt's holy table, or to 
taſte of his ſupper, ſpiritually. 


| Thirdly, In regard to the outward mode of wor- 
ſhip, ſome of the principal leaders among the Metho- 
diſts direct their followers to attend that of the Church 
of England; and what can the negroes think, when 
they ſee the miniſter put on a white robe to read pray- 
ers in, and a * black one to preach in? Again, how 
are they edified by the miniſter's going from the pulpit 


or deſk, to repeat a part of the ſermon before the com- 


munion table; and, at particular times, the people turn- 
ing and praying towards the eaſt? What is meant by 
| theſe changes of garmen:s and attitudes in prayer, by 


thoſe who obſerve them, I know not; but ſuſpect both 
to be retained from the heathens; as the prieits of Baal . 


were wont to be clothed in black, and the Romans 
prayed towards the eaſt; probably becauſe there the 


ſun aroſe; as other pagans (particularly the Perſians) 


worſhipped towards the riſing ſun. If any of the ne- 


groes in Africa pay adoration to that luminary, may 
not thoſe in our Welt India ſettlements, &c. who ſee 


X William Fulk, that Engliſh champion of the proteſtants in the 


time of Queen Elizabeth, writes, © The Priefls of Baal had the 


name of Chemarims for their black garments, which they did wear 


ſuperſtitiouſly.“ Sce Zeph. i. 4, which Anthony Purver, in his 
tranſlation of the Old Teſtament, makes, “ Black ones.” The critics 


have allowed Parver to be a literal, though in tome inſtances an in- 


elegant tranſlator : but I think, whoever reads him with attention, 


will admit, chat in many parts the ſenſe of ſcripture is cenveyed much 
More clearly than in the common tranſlation, | 


this 


( 20 


this cuſtom continued in the church of England liturgy, 
be pleaſed; and ſuppoſe that God, in a particular man- 
ner, is preſent in that quarter of the heavens? Whereas 
the Heaven of heavens cannot contain him; yet his 
throne is eſtabliſhed in a truly humbled heart, which 
is alſo his temple and altar, cleanſed and conſecrated 
by the Holy Spirit to his ſervice. Oh! the humbling 
depth of his worſhip ! did profeſſing Chriſtians com- 
prehend it, they would ſee how inconſiſtent the fre- 
quent varied poſtures, ſounds, and repetitions of 


words, wherein many of them are exerciſed, are 


therewith : which, inſtead of adding to the ſolemnity 


of public worſhip, tend, by a continual round of 
bodily exerciſes, to prevent the ſpirit's centering in 


the worſhip of God, in his “ temple of the heart,” 
whereinto when he is entered, (a) “Let all the earth 
keep ſilence before him!“ 


I might enlarge, but hope I have ſaid enough to 
exculpate Friends from juſt cenſure, for not contri- 


| buting to the expences of the before-mentioned miſ- 
ſions; but am inclined here to add, that ſome en- 


lightened minds of both clergy and laity of the Church 


of England have lamented, that ſuch obſervances 

| ſhould remain therein, as tend to ſhade the luſtre of its 
fundamental principle, and prevent many from {uniting 
with them in the outward mode of worſhip. 


(a) Habakkuk i ii. 20. I would be underſiood here, to mean all : 
the imaginations ang contrivances of the earthly or carnal mind and 
will, whieh is too frequently . in what has but the name of 


| worſhip, 


Should 


1 


Should the conſtraining power of goſpel-love, engage 
miniſters among Friends to viſit the negroes, and en- 
deavour to turn them from darkneſs to light, and from (a) 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may, through 
Chriſt, receive remiſſion of their fins, and an inheri- 
tance among thoſe who are ſanctified; the expences 
attendingtheir labours would be cheerfully borne, either 
by themſelves or their brethren and ſiſters; and they 
conceive this ſhould be the caſe with the various reli- 
gious ſocieties which take part in this work, - 


And, inaſmuch as all miniſters who conſcientiouſly 
labour among the negroes, may not ſee alike in ſome 
points, yet may all of them concur in labouring, that 
they may attain the neceſſary experience of faith in 
| Chriſt, and regeneration through his Spirit; each of 
them ſhould be careful not to invalidate the labours of 
others, nor ſtrive to fix the negroes in obſervances 
which will not profit them : ever bearing in mind the 
following apoſtolic injunctions, as neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerved by every goſpel miniſter, viz. (b) * Grudge 
not one againſt another, brethren, leſt ye be con- 
demned; behold the judge ſtandeth before the door ;” 
and (c) «:bove all things put on charity 155 
it is pure love to God and men, will engage to la- 
bour imply for the ſettlement of theſe poor ignorant 
people in what is really profitable, and neceflary to be 
believed and practiſed. 


(a) Adds dvi. 8. 
(b) James v. 9. bY Colloſ, i 111. 14» 
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That the univerſal love of God, manifeſted in and 
through his Son Chriſt Jeſus, the alone Mediator and 
Advocate with him, the Father, for the whole bulk of 
mankind, may be preached in the demonſtration and 
power of the Divine Spirit to the poor negroes, and 
be by them believed and received, in the love of the 
unmixed goſpel of peace and ſalvation, is the defire of 


| CATHARINE PHILLIPS. 
Redruth, 12th of oth Month, 179285 
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